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1 Preface 
The "Copenhagen Lectures in East and Southeast Asian Studies", Spring 
I 1989, was organized around the theme of "Economic, Political and Cul- 
tural Aspects of the East Asian Modernization Process with Particular 
Reference to the "Four Small Dragons" (Hong Kong, Singapore, South 
Korea, and Taiwan). "This lecture series consisted of four seminars ad- 
I dressed by invited experts. li 
This fourth issue of Copenhagen Papers contains the lectures, as revised 
in the Summer and Fall of 1989. 
In addition, we bring a contribution on Japan's role in the world system. 
On behalf of the Center for East and Southeast Asian Studies, University 
of Copenhagen, I would like to thank the guest lecturer as well the discus- 
sants for their contributions and coorporation. Gratitude is due to the 
Carlsberg Foundation, the Danish Research Council for the Humanities, 
and the Thomas B. Thriges Foundation which by extending financial sup- 
port made the seminars possible; also to the Faculty of Humanities, 
University of Copenhagen, for support towards meeting the cost of this 
publication. 
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